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Issues on the Mini Wakan Oyate Reservation


Contemporary issues on the “Mni Wakan Oyate” are of great concern to the people and exist in three main concepts; Governance, Economic Survival, and Cultural Survival.  I will focus on various concerns that apply directly to the reservation.  The issue of Sovereignty to all nations is challenged, not only on the nation level, but at the state level as well.  Such issues, as to the extent of services and appropriations, were given to the tribes as a result of treaty agreements.  “These services are funded through the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)” and due to the large number of tribes that exist nationwide, the “BIA has difficulty carrying out some of its responsibilities”, resulting in loss of enormous amounts of money.  On the other hand, state issues exist mostly in the form of taxes and casinos.  Many tribes have entered into gaming as a means of self-support in hopes of creating jobs so as to having a positive affect on their reservations.  Unemployment rates are very high on all reservations and hopefully, through various business ventures, this major concern will decrease.  

One environmental concern is its landfill.  The present landfill does not meet the newly established EPA federal criteria.  Because of the cost to update the landfill to meet these requirements, the tribe is looking at other options to remedy the problem.  Another major concern is the lake, which is “located in a closed basin and has no natural outlet”.  Due to the man-made inlet and unknown reasons, the lake has risen to enormous peaks causing flooding throughout the reservation.  There is no immediate solution to this problem.  


“One of the tribe’s main social concerns is the high rate of alcoholism and drug addiction”.  The tribe has formed a “Community Partnership Project with the City of Devils Lake” to develop solutions for this problem.  Through this organization, various programs have been developed for addicted people to utilize whenever they feel the need to be helped.  This problem seems to exist in all age groups, starting at the age of eight and usually ending at the age of seventy or higher.  Again there is no immediate solution, but there is hope.


“The survival of the “Mni Wakan Oyate” depends upon its leadership”.  Unfortunely, the tribal government is modeled after the United States Government resulting in similar problems such as “massive debt, Ineffective policies, and enormous bureaucratic agencies”.  “The strength of the people lies in their identity”.  The “Mni Wakan Oyate” derives their strength by maintaining their cultural traditions and passing such traditions down to generation after generation.  “Through strong leadership and spiritual philosophy of their ancestors”, the “Mni Wakan Oyate” will exist forever.   

Reference Source:  The History and Culture of the Mni Wakan Oyate (Spirit Lake Nation)      
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